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NYPD criminalist Lincoln Rhyme joins his beautiful protÃ©gÃ©, Amelia Sachs, in the hunt for the

Coffin Dancer -- an ingenious killer who changes appearance even faster than he adds to his trail of

victims. They have only one clue: the madman has a tattoo of the Grim Reaper waltzing with a

woman. Rhyme must rely on his wits and intuition to track the elusive murderer through New York

City -- knowing they have only forty-eight hours before the Coffin Dancer strikes again.
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I can't remember if I took a class or went to a seminar that delved into the aspects of mystery

writing. I do know that since then, very few in this genre fool me. In that learning environment, I was

taught exactly how most writers plan their stories and how the "villain" is hidden. This knowledge

has taken a bit away from the suspense of most books, but when one comes along that actually

fools me, I usually cheer out loud. A whoop of pleasure erupted from me when I got to the end of

The Coffin Dancer. It didn't fool me until the very end, but I was definitely on the wrong path and

only figured it out right before Jeffrey Deaver let all of his reading audience in on the bad guy's

identity.The Coffin Dancer is the second book in the Lincoln Rhyme series. Lincoln is a quadriplegic

forensic expert who retired when he was injured on the job and was unable to move any part of his

body except his head and his ring finger. He was talked out of retirement in The Bone Collector and

continues to help corral criminals in this next book.Three murder witnesses are in grave danger

when their testimony can put a millionaire arms dealer, Phillip Hansen, in jail for the rest of his life.



Edward Carney, co-owner of Hudson Air, a small charter airplane company, is killed when his

airplane blows up midair. The FBI comes in to protect the other two to ensure they are able to testify

in court 45 hours later. Ed's wife, Percey Clay, and one of their pilots, Brit Hale are put in protective

custody and the excitement begins. Lincoln and Amelia Sachs are asked to help identify the culprit

and so begins the decent into tons of crime scene evidence.This hired killer is the best and finding

him is almost impossible, but the "almost impossible" is Lincoln Rhyme's forte.
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